PRESIDENT 
Dr. Juan E. Mejia 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Peggy Smith, President 


David Hudson, First Vice President 
Lonny Uzzell, Second Vice President 


Rohn Boone 
Ann W. Brookshire 
Mike Coker 
John Hills 
Dr. Joe Prud’homme 
Clint Roxburgh 


VICE PRESIDENT 
FOR OPERATIONS, 


CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER 


Kimberly Lessner 


EDITORS 
Whitney Mayfield 
Rebecca Sanders 


ART DIRECTOR 
Susie Bell 


WRITERS 
Whitney Mayfield 
Elise Mullinix 
Rebecca Sanders 
Ken Schneider 


PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Carol Langston 
Whitney Mayfield 
Elise Mullinix 


Feedback? Story ideas? 
Please let us know at: 
apache@tjc.edu 
or 
The Apache Magazine 
Tyler Junior College 
P.O. Box 9020 
Tyler, TX 75711-9020 


TJC.edu 


TABLE of CONTENTS 


A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


CHOOSING TJC FIRST 
Valedictorian chooses TJC for band, music 
and honors program 


MIDLIFE REBOOT 
After earning degree at age 52, TJC grad 
lands his dream job 


STARTING OVER 


Single mother finds herself back in the classroom 


A CLEAR PATH 
A young man with big dreams, and his path to 
success begins at TJC 


GRADUATION STATS FOR 2021-22 


A SCIENTIFIC APPROACH 
TJC graduate tested several STEM avenues before 
deciding on research 


HIGH ACHIEVER 
TJC grad earns prestigious transfer scholarship 
from Jack Kent Cooke Foundation 


ALL IN THE FAMILY 
Father and sons graduate together from TJC 


EARNING HIS BADGE 
Garcia traces his journey from criminal justice 
student to cadet to TJC police officer 


YOUR PATHWAY TO SUCCESS 
DID YOU KNOW? 

PICTURE PERFECT 
Photographer, alumnus named 2022 
Guggenheim Fellow 


TJC TRADITIONS 


TJC CULTURAL ARTS 


On the cover: Heavily recruited high school valedictorian Caleb Haffner chose TJC over more than a dozen other 


colleges and universities. See his story on page 4. Photograph by Whitney Mayfield. 


10 


lel 


WZ 


LS} 


14 


LS 


16 


18 


Greetings from TJC! 


As we prepare for another exciting fall semester at our beloved 
institution, we are gratified by the fact that tens of thousands of 
families trust Tyler Junior College for their education and workforce 
training each year. A significant amount of our students are offered 
numerous opportunities through scholarships at other schools, but 
they continuously make TJC their first choice. 


Our world-class institution offers more than 115 degree and 
certificate choices from which students can select a career-specific 
option or prepare to transfer to a senior university through a firm 
foundation in academic programs. In addition, the College offers a 
vast amount of personal and professional growth opportunities in 
its School of Continuing Studies, through inexpensive and accessible 
courses and programs of study. 


During the 2022 academic year, the College celebrated its largest 
graduating class through multiple commencement ceremonies. To 
date, 1,866 graduates have received 2,152 degrees and certificates! 
Wagstaff Gymnasium is repeatedly at room capacity as family and 
friends celebrate their loved ones who proudly walk the stage to 
receive their diplomas. 


As we look back on our history that spans almost 100 years, we 

express gratitude to our communities for their unwavering support 
so that TJC can continue to be the pathway for anyone who wishes 
to begin, continue or reboot their educational journey. The College 
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community proudly celebrates the importance of welcoming students 
from all walks of life, whether from our East Texas region or from 
around the world. We embrace students attending TJC for the first 
time, those who are returning to start new careers, those who wish to 
re-skill or up-skill, and those who are looking for the perfect place to 
feel welcomed and valued. 


We work hard to have TJC’s core values of unity, caring, integrity, 
empowering and excellence displayed throughout our College 
community, and | am personally grateful to the Board of Trustees, the 
College’s leadership team, and the faculty and staff for their steadfast 
commitment to educational excellence and stellar service. 


It is my privilege to serve you through my role as president of this 
outstanding institution, and | am honored by the privilege of working 
together to continue the work that began in 1926, when courageous 
leaders created what would become the TJC Legacy. 


Sincerely, 


Juan E. Mejia 
President & CEO 
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Valedictorian 
chooses TJC for 
band, music and 
honors program 


As valedictorian of West Rusk High School, 
Caleb Haffner was heavily recruited by more 
than a dozen colleges and universities. 


His impressive high school achievements 
enabled Haffner to choose from a variety 

of great institutions of higher education 
including University of North Texas, Texas Tech, 
Northwestern, The University of Texas at Tyler 
and more. Haffner’s first choice, however, 

was TJC. 


When asked why TJC was able to attract him 
over the other schools, Haffner said, “I knew it 
was a great school for music. I’ve been watching 
the band perform for years and | knew the 
directors and knew they were great teachers as 
well. I’ve been set on TJC since middle school as 
the first place to go.” 


For the last two years, Haffner has been taking 
trombone lessons from Music Department 
Chair Heather Mensch, who also is a professor 
of trombone and jazz. “Through those lessons, 

| saw the high-quality music education | could 
receive at TJC,” he said. “Taking lessons from her 
really helped me grow attached to TJC.” 


Throughout high school, Haffner was actively 
involved in band and jazz band, but he also 
found time for National Honor Society, robotics 
and chess club. 


He plans to earn his associate degree in music 
from TJC and then transfer to a university to 
get his bachelor’s and master’s and possibly his 
doctorate degree. His goal is to teach music at 
the college level. 


He would also be marching to the beat of a 
not-so-different drummer, as his parents, Grady 
and Stephanie Haffner, attended TJC and were 
also music majors. Today, they are both band 
directors in West Rusk — his dad at the high 
school and his mother at the middle school. 


While at TJC, Haffner will enjoy the benefits 
of a full-ride scholarship as a recipient of the 
competitive Presidential Scholarship. 


TJC Honors Program Director Dave Funk credits 
Director of Bands Jeremy Strickland for bringing 
Haffner to TJC, due to Strickland’s “passion and 

enthusiasm’ for the band and music program. 


“Presidential Honors enjoys a healthy, dynamic, 
collaborative relationship with the music 
department,’ said Funk. “Our programmatic data 
shows us that students linked with a strong 
affinity group like marching band demonstrably 
engage, retain and complete at a higher level 
than unaffiliated students. Caleb will likely 
emerge as a leader in the band. In that capacity, 
he will fulfill the co-curricular requirements for 
the honors program and the scholarship.’ 


“Caleb, like many of his peers, represents a 
growing trend we are seeing of students who 
could go anywhere but choose to come to TJC 
and be a part of our program,’ Strickland said. 
“The College’s commitment to giving these 
students a quality education and an incredible 
experience means we get to work with some of 
the most talented students from across 

the state.’ 
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Caleb Haffner 


Haffner is excited about becoming involved 
with campus life, clubs and organizations, but 
what he is most looking forward to is “being in 
the Apache Band and everything that comes 
with that.’ 


“l’ve visited the campus a lot and have had a lot 
of friends who've gone to TJC, and I’ve heard 
from them that it’s a really great place,’ Haffner 
said. In addition to band, he plans to seek out 
Opportunities to be involved in other groups 
such as a Christian organization. 


In his valedictory address, Haffner challenged 
his high school classmates. “As we enter the 
next phase of our lives,” he said, “I encourage all 
of you to push for excellence.” 


It appears that Haffner is already following his 
own advice. 
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By Elise Mullinix 


After earning degree at age 52, TJC grad lands his dream job 


To call Ed Walters determined would be an 
understatement. 


A Hallsville native, Walters grew up — and still 
lives — about 12 miles from Eastman Chemical, 
a large industrial company of about 6,000 
employees. 


After graduating from Hallsville High School 

in 1988, he skipped college and went straight 

to work. Two years later, he was married and a 
father of twins, a boy and a girl. Asecond son 

came along later. 


“I've fitted, welded, fabricated and done 
industrial work all my life,’ he said. “I’ve been 
a supervisor, a lead tech, worked on cars, you 
name it.’ 


Getting a job at Eastman was a longtime goal 
that had eluded him. 


“| applied for jobs there six times and was 
turned down all six times,’ he said. 


On May 13, Walters, age 52, graduated magna 
cum laude with an Associate of Applied Science 
degree in industrial maintenance technology. 


On May 14, he and his wife left on a well- 
deserved, weeklong cruise to Mexico. 


On the following Monday, May 23, he started 
his new job at Eastman. 


“This is great news and just the kind of story 
that reflects the commitment of TJC to our 
vision of educating everyone,’ said Kim Lessner, 
TJC vice president for operations and chief 
operations officer. 


Walters looks back somewhat amazed at how it 
all transpired. 


Two years ago, he was working for a trucking 
company when the pandemic threw a curveball 
that became an opportunity. 


“| was working for one of my best friends, doing 
maintenance on her semi-trucks and trailers,” he 
said, “and then Covid hit and everything started 
slowing down. | went to her and said, ‘Look, I’m 

not stupid. | know things are slow.” 


He continued, “I knew she couldn't afford to 
keep paying me and told her it was OK to lay 
me off, that | would draw unemployment and 
find something to do. And | told her | was 
interested in going back to school anyway.” 


So, she reluctantly let him go and, at age 50, 
Walters set out on a new journey. 


He called up Link Worthen, professor/ 
coordinator of TJC’s industrial maintenance 
technology program. 


“Professor Worthen was so great and helpful,” 
Walters said. “He invited me and my wife Kim 
to come over and talk. He showed us around, 
and then we had a conversation about what | 
wanted to do. After about an hour, he said, ‘1 
think you can do it.” 


With no previous college work under his belt, 
Walters spent the first part of his time at TJC 
playing catch-up. 


“| had to do all of my prerequisites,” he said. 
“Math was probably the hardest course | took, 
because it had been so long since | had taken a 
math class. There were times | would just look 
at the computer and say, ‘I’m done. But | had a 
lot of support from my wife, who kept me calm 
and told me to keep going.” 


He has nothing but the highest regard for his 
TJC faculty. 


“Link was a great help in many ways,’ he said, 
“and (Electrical/Electronic Controls) Prof. Billy 
Calcote helped me a lot with computers, which 
we really didn’t have when | was in high school 


— and which | had no real experience in until | 
got here. They all prepared me extremely well.” 


Earning his TJC degree not only helped Walters 
professionally, it also served as a boost to his 
self-image. 


“The degree got me in the door at Eastman, but 
it also represents my growth between 1988 and 
now,’ he said. “Back in high school, my GPA was 
just enough to graduate, but | worked hard and 

prided myself on my GPA in college.’ 


Asked what advice he would give to anyone 
thinking about a midlife reboot, Walters says, 
“Go for it, and don’t give up. When you get 
frustrated, and you will, just work through it. If 
you want something bad enough, you've just 
got to go for it.” 


For more information on the TJC Industrial 
Maintenance Technology program, go to 
TJC.edu/IMT. 


Ed Walters 
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STARTING 
OVER... 


Single mother finds herself back in 


the classroom 


At 34, and a single mother of two, Hanna 
Riddle knows the path that’s guided her to TJC 
is not a typical one. 


“It is probably somewhat unusual, but I’m proof 
that it is possible.” 


Riddle is, however, your typical mom with 
hobbies and a life of her own, and high 
aspirations for her future. 


“lam a student ... | am a mother... | love plants, 
music, and I’m a yogi — | do yoga every day,’ 
said Riddle, mom of two boys, ages 7 and 4, 
whom she describes as wild and amazing. 


Riddle spent more than decade as a hair stylist 
in Tyler. She started her career in 2007. After 
having her second son in 2017, her dreams 
changed and her focus began to shift. 


“After | had my kids, | dealt with some personal 
issues that made me re-evaluate what | was 
spending my time doing,’ she said. “I didn’t like 
what the hair profession had turned into and | 
just decided that it was time for a change.’ 


| In August of 2021, Riddle decided to take on 

| a new challenge and go back to school. She 

. chose TJC because it was close to home and it 
offered flexible hours. She enrolled in the TJC 

Occupational Therapy Assistant program. 


“| chose this program because, out of all of 
the therapies, | like how holistic occupational 
therapy is and that they take into account the 
whole person. That was something that really 
appealed to me — that it wasn’t just physical 


but that it also focused on the emotional, 
mental and even spiritual health of a person 
as well.’ 


When asked how hard it was to juggle between 
being a single mother and committing to 
starting her education and career over, she 
admitted that it definitely has its challenges. 


“The most challenging part is delegating my 
time,’ she said. “Being able to spend good 
quality time with my kids is so important, but 
also to get my homework done and everything 
done that | need to. Juggling those things can 
be difficult, and | have to make sure | spend 
adequate time on both.” 


Riddle wouldn’t describe herself as super 
organized, but said she does have to schedule 
her days carefully. She added that she does 
have a very supportive family, which helps a lot 
when it comes to her boys. 


While the future is unknown, Riddle does plan 
to stay in this community, and says once she 
gets her associate degree in May of 2023, she 
plans to work in pediatrics. 


“!’m not exactly sure what setting that will be 
in, but | know | want to work with kids. Just 
helping them to function throughout their 
daily lives, and engage in activities that are 
meaningful to them,’ she said. 


Graduates of the Occupational Therapy 
Assistant program at TJC are eligible to take 
the national certification examination for the 
occupational therapy assistant, administered 
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Hanna Riddle 


by the National Board for Certification 

in Occupational Therapy (NBCOT). After 
successfully completing the exam, Riddle will 
be a Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant 
(COTA). 


While she is ready to graduate and move on 
with her career, one thing she says she will take 
away from her time at TJC is to simply be more 
open-minded. 


“Honestly, it’s been really interesting to me, 
being in a classroom with a lot of different 
people, with a wide age span, where we're all 
learning from each other in different ways. The 
younger students are learning from the older 
students, but also vice versa. We may have 
some more life experience, but they kind of 
have a fresh outlook on some things. So that’s 
been cool to hear so many different opinions 
and ideas. | think what | will take from here is 
to just be open to people and allowing their 
experiences and knowledge to influence my life 
as well.” 


Her advice to anyone debating going back to 
school, regardless of their situation, is plain and 
simple: “Just go for it.” 


“You will probably doubt it, even while you’re 
going through the process, just because it’s hard 
to go through this and to stay confident, when 
there are so many outside influences that could 
possibly derail you. You just have to find the 
confidence in yourself and also find your why 

... why you want to do what you’re going to be 
doing ... and let that drive you.” 
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A CLEAR PATH... 


A young man with big dreams, and his path to success begins at TJC 


Billy Fields is a current biology major at TJC. At 
18 years old, Fields entered the military straight 
out of high school. Now at 22, Fields knows 
what his path to success looks like and he has 
zero plans of slowing down. 


Fields admits that he knew even as a child that 
the medical field was something he wanted to 
be a part of. He took dual credit courses in high 
school to prepare for his college journey. 


“| plan to be a doctor. That’s what I’ve always 
wanted to be ... well, unless | ended up being a 
singer, he laughed. “But yes, I’ve wanted to be 
a doctor pretty much my entre life.” 


Fields is from Tyler and says he always knew 
TJC would be where he’d get his start. 


“TJC has just sort of always been in my ear. | 
always knew | was going to go to TJC. | took 
some dual credit classes in high school to begin 
getting credits here.” 


Fields knows that biology will be challenging, 
which is why he wanted to start somewhere 
where he would be close to home. 


“| know it’s going to be academically straining, 
so | wanted to ease my way back into 
academics versus jumping into a huge university 
the first time. | think TJC offers the perfect 
opportunity for me to do that.” 


While being a doctor has always been at 

the forefront of his mind, Fields admits that 
sometimes dreams can change. He decided to 
test that theory while working in the military. 


“When | went to the military, | did something 
very atypical, not what | saw myself doing at 

all to see if healthcare was for me, because 

it’s all I've ever known,’ he said. “I ended up 
doing maintenance. | was an electrician for 
helicopters. | ended up finding out that was not 
for me. It solidified that healthcare is it for me.” 


Everyone has their cheerleaders in life, 
someone who supports them and encourages 
them to follow their dreams. Fields says his 
biggest motivator is his mother. 


“She was a first-generation college attendee 
and got her master’s, all while being a single 
mother of four. I’m motivated to achieve my 
goals because | know how hard she worked 
to put us In a position where we are able 

to dream.” 


Fields says because of his mother’s career path 
as a therapist, he is also drawn to psychology. 


“My love is psychology so l’d love to be a 
psychiatrist, but my second choice would be 
ophthalmology.” 


Fields is currently a part of the Comet 
Connection Program at The University of 
Texas at Dallas, which is a program for Texas 
community college students who go on to 
complete their bachelor’s degrees at the 
University. TJC is a participating partner in the 
UT Dallas Comet Connection Program. 


Fields will be transferring to Dallas next fall. For 
now, he plans to enjoy his time at TJC. 


Not only is Fields a student, but he’s also now 
a staff member at TJC. Fields will be working in 
admissions with veterans. 


While balancing work and studying can be 
extremely stressful for some, Fields says he isn’t 
worried a bit about it. 


“The one thing that | really loved about the 
military is that they will put so much on you. 
So, balancing is just second nature to me,’ said 
Fields. “I’m used to working 16-hour shifts 

and then coming home and having to read and 
study. It won't be too hard for me, | don’t think. 
I’m very organized.” 


So, what's the best advice he could give to 
someone planning on coming to TJC and 
investing in their education? 


“When | think of TJC ... | think of community ... 
that really is the best word for it. It’s affordable 
... anyone can come. ... if you have a dream ... 
come to TJC.” 


Fields adds that it’s worth a shot to give 
education a try and that you never really know 
what your passion is until you dive right into it. 


Billy Fields 
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TJC grad tested several STEM avenues before deciding on research 


Micah Leary knew she would major in a STEM 
(science, technology, engineering and math) 
field, but she wasn’t sure what specialty to 
pursue until she found her passion at Tyler 
Junior College. 


“| had taken a wide range of classes hoping 
that one would spark my interest: biology, 
chemistry, physics and calculus,” she said. “As 
a last resort, | took anatomy and physiology 
this past semester, to see if | wanted to go 
into the medical field — and it was that class 
that actually inspired me to go into cell and 
molecular biology.” 


That realization led Leary not only to her major, 
but it also brought into focus her career goals, 
which then pointed to her chosen transfer 
school. 


“| graduated from TJC in May, and I’m 
transferring to Texas Tech this fall, to get my 
bachelor’s degree in cell and molecular biology,” 
she said. “Then, | plan to pursue graduate work, 
get my Ph.D., and do my own research and 
eventually publish.” 


She continued, “I think this field is so interesting 
because you're looking at things like neuron 
regeneration and being able to express and 
repress genes in your DNA. And it’s just 
incredible because when you're looking at 
science at the smallest level, there are things 
we still don’t understand — but it’s really cool 
because we're learning things about our own 
bodies that we never knew before. Those things 
are what revolutionize medicine and cutting- 
edge research. So, I’m not sure exactly what my 
career will look like, but | really love science and 
| definitely see myself in a research field.” 
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Leary gives TJC high marks for helping her 
prepare for her future, both academically and 
personally. 


“| grew up in Tyler, so | was always familiar with 
TJC,’ she said. “Besides being much more cost 
efficient than immediately going to a four-year 
university, it also allowed me to receive and 
offer support to my family. Also, | have never 
felt as much support from my professors and 
advisors as | do at TJC. Anytime | have ever 
had any questions at all, they are always really 
helpful and give me great advice.’ 


In addition to her studies and working a full- 
time job, Leary was also active in several 
campus organizations, including the Alpha 
Omicron Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa Honor 
Society, and served as chapter president; the 
TJC Honors Program; the STEM club; and the 
Green Committee. 


Along with her family, Leary lists TJC professors 
Gigi Delk, Dave Funk, Dr. Andrea Hathcote and 
Dr. Jennifer Parsons among her major sources 
of support. 


“If not for their influence during my time at 
TJC, | wouldn't be the person | am today,’ she 
said. “Each of them has pushed me to fulfill my 
highest potential, and | will always look up to 
them even after | leave TJC.” 


She continued, “I can’t stress enough how 
prepared | feel to move forward in my academic 
career. Every STEM class that | have taken has 
been challenging and has always held me to 
high standards, and | feel confident that | am 
prepared to handle anything that could come 
my way in the future.’ 


EXCELLENCE 


For more information on STEM programs at 
TJC, go to TJC.edu/EngineeringMathScience 
and TJC.edu/ProfTech. 


Micah Leary 


ITN DRE LE EIN LL ER 


TJC grad earns prestigious transfer 
scholarship from Jack Kent Cooke Foundation 


HIGH 


Jordan Booth, a general studies major from 
Rusk, is one of only 100 community college 
students nationwide to receive the Jack Kent 
Cooke Foundation’s Undergraduate Transfer 
Scholarship. 


As a Cooke scholar, Booth will receive up to 
$55,000 annually to complete his bachelor’s 
degree, as well as college planning services, 
ongoing advising and the opportunity to 
connect with a thriving community of fellow 
recipients. 


Recipients are selected based on exceptional 
academic ability and achievement, financial 
need, persistence, service to others and 
leadership. 


A first-generation college student, Booth was 
introduced to TJC as a dual credit student at 
Rusk High School. He first came to TJC on the 
Rusk TJC Citizens Promise Scholarship and then 
earned a Presidential Honors Scholarship. He 
also benefitted from the TJC TRIO program. 


At TJC, Booth was active in the Alpha Omicron 
Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the Honors 
Program and Sigma Kappa Delta English Honor 
Society. 


He plans to continue his education at a four- 
year university, with eventual plans to be a 
professor of English or philosophy. 


“Countless highly talented and motivated 
students begin their college experience at a 
community college, and our recent ‘Persistence’ 
report shows that they excel after they transfer,’ 
said Seppy Basili, executive director of the Jack 
Kent Cooke Foundation. 


“In an era where many high-achieving students 
often begin their higher education journey 

in community college, the Foundation is 
committed to enabling these transfer students 
to pursue their academic dreams at the nation’s 
top colleges and universities.” 


Jordan Booth 
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By Elise Mullinix 


Nearly 1,200 students applied for the 2022 
Cooke Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship. The 
Foundation evaluated each submission based 
on academic ability, persistence, leadership 

and service to others. The recipients selected 
represent 18 different states, have a median 
household adjusted gross income of $28,000 
and an average GPA of 3.93. 


“The Jack Kent Cooke scholarship is need 
based, which means it’s for people like myself 
who come here and rely on FAFSA money or 
scholarships and grants in order to get them 
through college,’ Booth said. 


“So, if there are people out there who are 
struggling and have low family contribution and 
no idea how they’re going to be able to get their 
secondary degree, this is definitely something 
they should look into. It’s entirely possible for 
someone to obtain it.” 
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Father and sons 
graduate together 
from TJC 


Tyler Junior College’s spring commencement 
was a family affair, with Eduardo Lesser and his 
sons Juan and Pedro all walking the stage to 
collect their diplomas. 


Natives of Argentina, the Lesser family 
relocated to Tyler in 2002, and Juan and Pedro 
graduated from Tyler Legacy High School. 


Eduardo and Pedro both earned certificates 

in heating, ventilation, air conditioning and 
refrigeration (HVAC), while Juan earned his 
associate degree in visual communications, with 
certificates in graphic design and photography. 


“It’s a unique opportunity and I’m glad to have 
them here with me,’ Eduardo said. “Pedro and 

| started a construction business, Noonday 
General Contractors, and we wanted to add the 
contractor license for air conditioning, too.’ 


Pedro said, “| started out taking classes on the 
main campus, but | was more into hands-on 
work, and | would say that | really thrived at TJC 
West. This was great. | found something that | 
enjoy doing.” 


Juan held a more active role on the TJC main 
campus, where he worked as an assistant in 
the Center for Student Life and Involvement, 
helping to plan student events. 


INTEGRITY EXCELLENCE 


By Elise Mullinix 


Eduardo Lesser (center) is flanked by his sons Juan (left) and Pedro. The Lessers, all of Tyler, graduated together from TJC 
in May, with Juan earning an associate degree in visual communications and Eduardo and Pedro earning certificates in 
heating, ventilation, air conditioning and refrigeration (HVAC/Refrigeration). 


be more social. In high school, | mostly kept 
to myself and didn’t really get involved. But 
here, seeing how everyone was so outgoing, | 
decided | wanted to be more like that and put 
myself out there. It has been the best place 
for me.” 


“| started at TJC back in Fall 2018 and was vice 
president of Hispanic Student Organization and 
vice president of Student Senate,” Juan said, 
“and then | started working in the student life 
office.” 


He continued, “I’m in love with TJC. Basically, 
TJC taught me how to come out of my shell and 
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By Ken Schneider 


Garcia traces his journey from criminal 
justice student to cadet to TJC police officer 


When Jon Carlos Garcia was a young boy 
growing up in Mesquite, he wrote a note to 
himself that, someday, he wanted to be a 
police officer. 


Garcia’s dream came true, because today, he is 
a proud officer on the TJC police force. And TJC 
helped him get there. 


Studying to become a crime scene investigative 
technician as an undergraduate, he was 
unaware that TJC offered a pathway to 
becoming a police officer. His course list 
included Criminal Justice, Criminalistics, Court 
Systems and Practices, Legal Aspects of Law 
Enforcement and others. 


After completing his degree and receiving 

his Associate of Applied Science in Law 
Enforcement degree, Garcia took a position at 
the TJC Police Department as a student cadet. 
It was there that Police Chief Michael Seale 
recognized Garcia’s dedication and commitment 
to his job and recommended that he apply to 
the TJC Law Enforcement Academy. At the 
academy, candidates receive the training and 
hands-on experience they need to become a 
police officer. 


Garcia was accepted into the academy and 
was soon immersed in the rigorous, 20-week 
curriculum. The first 12 weeks were spent 

in the classroom, while the final weeks were 
spent on firearms training and physical fitness 
regimens. 


Licensed by the Texas Commission on 

Law Enforcement (TCOLE), the TJC Law 
Enforcement Academy adheres to the tenets of 
WCOWE: 


“The mission of the Texas Commission on Law 
Enforcement, as a regulatory State agency, is to 
establish and enforce standards to ensure that 
the people of Texas are served by highly trained 
and ethical law enforcement, corrections, and 
telecommunications personnel.’ 


The academy administers a 250-question state 
exam at the conclusion of the semester, and 
students must correctly answer 248 of the 
250 questions to graduate. Once the students 
graduate from the academy and find a job in 
law enforcement, they earn the title of police 
officer. With the training they receive at the 
TJC Academy, these police officers can be 
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members of a police force in any size town, city 
or metroplex, however additional training is 
required. 


New to TJC Police, Officer Garcia is part of a 
17-officer force stationed on the TJC campus. 
They are responsible for not only the TJC main 
campus, but also TJC West and TJC North in 
Lindale. 


“TJC opened doors that helped me begin my 
career. | am blessed to have the opportunity to 
work at this department,’ he said. 


Garcia plans to further his education with an 
eventual bachelor’s degree in forensic science, 
a degree that can lead to his goal of becoming a 
crime scene investigator. 


The Law Enforcement Academy is just one 

of many programs in TJC Continuing Studies 
pathways. You'll find everything from welding 
to licensed truck driving, ballet to dental 
assistant. Learn more at 
tjc.edu/ContinuingStudies. 


YOUR PATHWAY TO SUCCESS 


BUSINESS AND 


ENTREPRENEURSHIP CREATIVE AND COMMUNICATION ARTS 


Business Art English Radio and TV 


Business Management Advertising and Public General Studies Broadcasting/Broadcast 
Culinary Arts Relations Histor Journal 
, Theatre 


Mass Communications/ Music : 
Journalism Visual 
Musical Theatre Communications 


Economics 


Dance 


High School Business & Industry Endorsement « 


High School Arts & Humanities Endorsement 


MANUFACTURING, Bs 
TRANSPORTATION HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONS 
AND INDUSTRY | ee 


PATHWAY 
to 


PUBLIC SERVICE 


Automotive Technology 


Dental Assisting Medical Laboratory Addiction Counseling 
Success Electrical/Electronic Dental Hygiene (AAS) Technology Child Development/ 
Controls Technology ‘ ‘Id 

Dental Hygiene (BS) Medical Office Early Childhood | 
See Diaenestic Management Criminal Justice | 
? ; Echocardiography Nursing, Associate Education | 
HVAC/Refrigeration 
TJC offers programs in nee aenen Diagnostic Medical ee Fire Protection | 
healthcare, business, Teennoloey, Sonography Nursing, Vocational Technology 
j j Emergency Medical Occupational Therapy Government 
arts, science, technical Energy systems Technology Sei Prarecicee Assistant Law Enforcement 
and industrial trades Surveying and Geomatics : Ophthalmic Medical Ba | 
Health Information phthaimic Medica Investigations | 
and more. Whatever Welding Technology Technology Assisting Paralegal 
your goals are, TIC has High School Business & Industry Endorsement Healthcare Physica aes Psychology 
ini ; Assistant 
a pathway for you Xohuaveucetateln yey) Public Administration 
: Healthcare Radiologic Technology 


Administration (BAT) 


Respiratory Care 


Sign Language 


Interpreting 

Health Studies Surgical Technology Social Wank 

Human Performance Veterinary Technician Sociology ! 

Biology Kinesiology 
Chemistry | 
Networking Technology C High School Public Service Endorsement ° 


Computer Science 
Engineering 
Game and Simulation Graphics 


Game and Simulation 
Programming 


Geology 
Mathematics 
Physics 
Science 


An Associate of Arts degree in General Studies 
is also offered in any of these pathways. 


High School STEM Endorsement 
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96 years, TJC has helped 
students find fulfilling careers 
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50 countries 
represented * 
Baur 128 (ee clubs and 


organizations 
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international students 


Robert Langham was standing in the Tyler 
Junior College Art Department when he found 
out about his Guggenheim Fellowship. 


“We had just wrapped up the TJC Arts Festival 
art auction when my phone rang and it was 
Anne Tucker, retired curator of the Museum of 
Fine Art in Houston,’ he said. “She said, ‘Well, | 
guess you're a happy guy right now. My phone 
was on speaker and (TJC Art Department Chair) 
Derrick White was listening, too.” 


About the Guggenheim Fellowship 
Since 1925, the John Simon Guggenheim 
Memorial Foundation has awarded about 175 
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Photographer, TJC alumnus Robert 
Langham named 2022 Guggenheim Fellow 


fellowships each year to exceptional individuals 
in any field of knowledge and art form, “to add 
to the educational, literary, artistic and scientific 
power of this country.’ 


Previous recipients include documentary 
filmmaker Ken Burns, composer Aaron Copland, 
choreographer Martha Graham and former 

U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, as well 
as one of Langham’s early mentors, landscape 
photographer Ansel Adams. Winners receive a 
monetary gift to be used for a yearlong work 
project of their choosing. 


Starting at TJC 

A Tyler native, Langham came to TJC after 
graduating from John Tyler High School 

in 1970), 


“| had no idea what | wanted to do,” he said, 
“but one of my friends said there were great 
things going on in the journalism department, 
so | signed up for a class with Professor Blanche 
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Prejean, who was a force of nature. She had this 
way of being kind of scary, and yet you always 
knew she was on your side. She loved teaching.” 


Langham also took photojournalism, which was 
a brand-new course at the time. 


“It was so brand-new that our instructor, 
Charles Sowders, who was a mechanical 
drawing and drafting instructor, learned along 
with us,” he said. “He said, ‘I'll stay ahead of you 


” 


in the textbook, and we will learn this together. 


Langham and the camera became fast friends, 
and it’s a match that has stuck for the past 
five decades. 


“From almost the first day, | really got it and 
couldn't wait to get to class each day,’ he said. “I 
just couldn't learn it fast enough.’ 


Lessons from Ansel Adams 

After TJC, Langham continued as a photography 
major at Sam Houston State University. On 

a whim, in 1974, he signed up for a summer 
workshop with photographer (and two-time 
Guggenheim Fellow) Ansel Adams, whose 

iconic black-and-white landscape images of the 
American West are known around the world. 
For the next three summers, he was invited 
back as Adams’ assistant. 


About his first summer with Adams, Langham 
said, “Ansel is so inspiring for the subject matter 
you're looking at: You fall in love with the 
Sierras and Yosemite through those landscape 
photographs. It’s kind of intoxicating but also a 
little difficult because you’re out there on the 
landscape with the people who made these 
landscapes famous — but you're taking pictures, 
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too, and then you begin to kind of compare 
your work to his.’ 


For his Guggenheim entry, Langham thought 
back to those early lessons from Adams in the 
American West and forged his own path by 
focusing on the shadows cast by the subject 
matter. 


“I'd been photographing Shiprock (New Mexico) 
pretty regularly, and | began to watch how the 
light changed and really see the shadows. 

They just kind of swept me up. So, | stopped 
looking at the subject and started looking at 
the shadows.” 
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Never stop learning 

After college, Langham spent the next few 
decades as a commercial photographer and 
returned to TJC as an adjunct photography 
professor. 


Today, he concentrates on his artistic 
endeavors. His work has been on exhibit at 
Tyler Museum of Art, the Museum of Fine Art in 
Houston and other collections. 


Still, he never stops searching for his next idea. 


“Even today, at the age of 70, and after 
graduating in 1970, I’m excited to see new 
things and keep learning,” he said. 


“I’ve always been really glad to be from Tyler, 
and TJC has been really important in my life, 
as a teacher and as a student, both in learning 
how to learn and getting so enthusiastic about 
learning new things. | continue to learn 

every day.” 
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Educating everyone — the path to a better world 


At TJC, spirit and tradition are as big a part of student life as they are at any other college 
Or university. Perhaps even more so! From the Apache Belles and Ramey Tower to the Rim 
March and the Drumbeat, students and alumni have kept alive the rich heritage of tradition 
that sets TJC apart from other community colleges. 


“Ladies and gentlemen: the Apache Belles!” 

What do Bob Hope, Ronald Reagan, Richard Nixon, Bill Clinton, Frank Sinatra, General 
Dwight Eisenhower, the Dallas Cowboys, the Super Bowl, China and the Astrodome have 
in common? They’ve each had an “Apache Belle Moment” - a time when they either met, 
shared a billing with or hosted TJC’s renowned Apache Belles drill team. 


Founded in 1947, the Apache Belles are celebrating their 75th year, over seven decades of 
cutting-edge precision dancing, innovative production numbers and dramatic high kicks. 
From Super Bowls to Dallas Cowboys halftime shows, Thanksgiving 

parades to state fairs, the Apache Belles have been the face of TJC 

to audiences around the world. 


They have met and entertained celebrities and dignitaries, 
astronauts and athletes, presidents and first ladies, and the 
men and women of our United States Armed Forces. 


Prestigious, acclaimed and exceptional, the Apache Belles are - 
a TJC tradition the entire TJC community can be proud of. 


The Apache Band: power and pride personified 

Also founded in 1947 and celebrating their 75th year, the 
Apache Band has entertained audiences in East Texas and 
around the world. Performing with the Apache Belles 
during highly choreographed halftime shows, the 
celebrated Apache Band adds its own precision 

touches and full-bodied sound to every production. 


With approximately 200 members, the Apache Band 
is the largest student organization on campus and 
stands as an ever-evolving icon of both old and new 
campus traditions. Membership includes students 
from across the country and represents all areas 

of academic disciplines. 
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The Apache Band has stirred the hearts of 

TJC fans with its powerful music and creative 
marching drills. Whether on the field, in the 
stands or on the parade route, the Band creates 
an atmosphere of excitement through outstanding 
musical execution and an unabashed expression 
of the spirit and pride of TJC. 


Ramey Tower: shining brightly over TJC 

In the 1940s, TJC’s Ramey Tower was visible all 
the way to Broadway, several blocks due west of 
campus. The beautiful trees that adorn today’s 
Campus were much smaller then, so Ramey Tower 
was a prominent landmark that could be seen 

for miles. 


Because local sports fans were anxious to learn 
whether or not TJC had won a big football game, 
TJC officials lit the tower as a sign of the victory 
the team had won. Today, the tradition continues 
with the tower bathed in gold light for TJC wins. 


Rim March: what goes around, comes around 
Homecoming traditions always take on a special 
life all their own. Such is certainly the case with 
the Rim March. Getting its start in 1948, the Rim 
March has been an unbroken tradition at TJC for 
74 years. 


About 45 minutes before every Homecoming 
football game, the Apache Band and Apache 
Belles — plus Band and Belle alums — march 
around the perimeter of Rose Stadium, traditional 
home of the TJC Homecoming game. An ominous 
drum cadence is played throughout the March 

as if to warn the opposing team of its imminent 
defeat on the gridiron, and perhaps give it 
second thoughts about its chances for a positive 
outcome. 


Drumbeat: don’t stop believing 

Drumbeat is one of TJC’s oldest and proudest 
traditions, having begun in 1948 and remaining an 
unbroken TJC Homecoming Week tradition ever 
since. TJC students, faculty and staff volunteer 
for time slots to beat the drum — and keep it 
beating, 24 hours a day — from the Monday 
morning of Homecoming Week until kickoff of 
Saturday's football game. According to TJC lore, 
if the drumbeat continues without interruption 
until Saturday’s game, the Apaches will win. If the 
drumbeat were to stop at any point, the Apaches 
will lose. 


When the drumbeat tradition was first started, 
the drumbeat lasted just 48 hours. In 1966, the 
drumbeat was lengthened to 90 hours. Over the 
years, the drumbeat has been extended to 

what it is today. One year, the drum 

stopped beating and all during 
the game, it rained, hailed and 
thundered. Although TJC 
didn’t lose, we ended up 

tying in a five-to-six-hour 
game that would normally 
only last three hours. 


This year’s drumbeat will begin beating on Oct. 
17 and will continue until Saturday, Oct. 22, 
when the Apaches take on Cisco College at Rose 
Stadium. Kickoff is at 3 p.m. 


Apache Cheer: keeping the spirit alive 

Also celebrating its 75th year is Apache Cheer, 
the TJC cheerleaders. Besides cheering on TJC 
athletic teams and promoting school spirit, 
Apache Cheer also make special appearances at 
community service events, alumni gatherings and 
civic and charitable events. 


ROGERS PALMER 


PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 


THE EARTH AND SPAG 
CENTER FEATURING H 
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THEATRE TJC 
2022-2023 SEASON 


Book and additional lyrics by Nick Blaemire 
Orchestrations and music produced by Matthew Tishler 
Music adaptations, vocal and incidental arrangements by Madeline Smith 


Disney’s Descendants is presented through special arrangement 
with Music Theatre International (MTI). All authorized materials 
are also supplied by MTI. 


OCT. 5-8, 2022 : NOV. 9-12, 2022 
ROGERS PALMER PERFORMING ARTS CENTER JEAN BROWNE THEATRE 


TJC Dance Academy presents 
“The Nutcracker” performed in the new 
Rogers Palmer Performing Arts Center 


CE SCIENCE . 
HUDNALL 
| TYLER MUSEUM OF ART 


METAMORPHOSES 


By Mary Zimmerman 


APRIL 25-29, 2023 
ROGERS PALMER CULTURAL ARTS PLAZA 
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TJC CULTURAL ARTS DISTRICT CA 


SEPTEMBER 

Sept. 6 

Masterclass Recital #1 

Rogers Palmer Performing Arts Center 
(RPPAC) Recital Hall | 7:30 p.m. 


Sept. 16 
Studio 103 Play Reading #1 
RPPAC Recital Hall | 3 p.m. 


Sept. 17 
Studio 103 Play Reading #1 
RPPAC Recital Hall | 7 p.m. 


Sept. 20 
Masterclass Recital #2 
RPPAC Recital Hall | 7:30 p.m. 


OCTOBER 

Oct. 1 

Star Party Saturday 

TJC Science Center | 8 p.m. 


Oct. 5 
Descendants The Musical 
Wise Auditorium | 7:30 p.m. 


TJC Musical Performances 
Wise Auditorium | 7:30 p.m. 


Oct. 6 
Descendants The Musical 
Wise Auditorium | 7:30 p.m. 


Oct. 7 
Descendants The Musical 
Wise Auditorium | 7:30 p.m. 


Oct. 8 
Descendants The Musical 
Wise Auditorium | 2:30 & 7:30 p.m. 


Oct. 13 
Wind Ensemble Fall Concert 
Wise Auditorium | 7:30 p.m. 


Oct..15 
LASER Rock & Roll Saturday 
TJC Science Center | 7 p.m. 


Oct. 21 
Studio 103 Play Reading #2 
RPPAC Recital Hall | 3 p.m. 


Oct. 22 
Studio 103 Play Reading #2 
RPPAC Recital Hall | 7 p.m. 


Oct25 
Masterclass Recital #3 
RPPAC Recital Hall | 7:30 p.m. 


Oct.27 

Concert Choir & Chamber Singers Fall 
Concert 

Wise Auditorium | 7:30 p.m. 


Oct. 29 

United States Navy Commodores Jazz 
Ensemble 

Wise Auditorium | 7:30 p.m. 


NOVEMBER 

Nov. 5 

Star Party Saturday 

TJC Science Center | 8 p.m. 


Nov. 8 
Masterclass Recital #4 
RPPAC Recital Hall | 7:30 p.m. 


Nov. 9 
Holes 
Jean Browne Theatre | 7:30 p.m. 


Nov. 10 
Jazz Ensembles & Harmony Fall Concert 
Wise Auditorium | 7:30 p.m. 


Holes 
Jean Browne Theatre | 7:30 p.m. 


Nov. 11 
Holes 
Jean Browne Theatre | 7:30 p.m. 


Nov. 12 
Holes 
Jean Browne Theatre | 2:30 & 7:30 p.m. 


Nov. 15 
Percussion Ensembles Fall Concert 
Wise Auditorium | 7:30 p.m. 


DECEMBER 

Dec. 1 

The Nutcracker 

Wise Auditorium | 7 p.m. 


Dec. 2 
The Nutcracker 
Wise Auditorium | 7 p.m. 


Dec. 3 
The Nutcracker 
Wise Auditorium | 2 and 7 p.m. 


Dec. 4 
The Nutcracker 
Wise Auditorium | 2 p.m. 


Dec. 9-10 
Band & Belles Christmas Extravaganza 
Wise Auditorium | 7:30 p.m. 


Dec. 17 
LASER Rock & Roll Saturday 
TJC Science Center | 7 p.m. 


